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Grand Opening: 
Celebrating The Biggest Gift in Tacoma Art Museum’s History
Tacoma, WA – On November 15, 2014, Tacoma, Washington, will be abuzz as Tacoma Art Museum (TAM) reaches the culmination of a four-year journey including an expansion and gift of one of the top Western American art collections in the country. The museum’s “Go West” adventure began with a conversation between Director Stephanie Stebich and John Barline, a representative for Erivan and Helga Haub, who donated 295 works from their family's Western American art collection to TAM. Today, the museum stands transformed with 16,000 dazzling new square feet and four spacious galleries showcasing this internationally recognized collection, most of which has never before been on public view. Join TAM on November 15 for the Go West Grand Opening, and be one of the first to experience all that is new at the museum; doors open at 9:30 am.
“In 2011 we began the journey that led to this unprecedented gift from the Haub family. Tacoma Art Museum has been a cultural anchor in the city since 1935, and this is one of the most outstanding moments in those 79 years,” says Stebich, adding “Today we are poised to unveil TAM’s elegant new galleries and the wonderful Haub Family Collection. We are grateful for the Haub’s generosity and the support of TAM trustees, patrons and members. We are thankful for the team of Olson Kundig Architects and Sellen Construction. We are thrilled to share this with our community and all who visit TAM, now and in the future.” 
An official ribbon-cutting ceremony at 10:00 am on November 15 marks the opening of the doors to the new galleries and the inaugural exhibition, featuring more than 130 works of Western American art. Along with traditional horses and cowboys there are many surprises: dynamic bronze sculptures, alluring landscapes, superb portraits and delightful pop-art takes on the American West. The art and architecture connect the history of the West with today’s Tacoma. Designed by Olson Kundig Architects in Seattle, this is Tom Kundig’s first completed museum design, and was completed on time and on budget by Sellen Construction.
Mayor Marilyn Strickland commented on this significant addition to the city's robust Museum District and its relationship to economic growth. “The Haub collection and the new expansion of the Tacoma Art Museum exemplify the ongoing revitalization of our downtown core as a destination. TAM has raised our city's national profile as a leader in the arts.” TAM’s visitation is expected to rise 20% with the expansion, bringing local, regional, and out-of-area visitors to Tacoma’s downtown.
If you were among the hundreds of community members who donated a blanket to Marie Watt’s sculpture, Blanket Stories: Transportation Object, Generous Ones, Trek, opening day will be your chance to see the final work. Two tall, curving towers of stacked blankets, cast in bronze and finished in a color Watt calls “Safety Blue,” will be installed at the southern end of the Haub Family Galleries along Pacific Avenue. As you approach the museum on opening day you will also notice the 35-foot-tall entry canopy and red-lined entry doors. On the parking level, Julie Speidel’s red, blue, and silver sculptural installation Kinetic Repose marks a well-lit glass-enclosed entry vestibule. The outdoor sculptures and the architectural design result in a stronger connection between the museum and surrounding environment, supporting TAM’s mission of connecting people through art.

What can you do at the opening day celebrations? First, witness the 10:00 am dedication ceremony with a blessing by the Puyallup Canoe Family; remarks from Stebich, the Haub family, and Congressman Derek Kilmer; and the much-anticipated ribbon-cutting. Foss High School Band will add to the fanfare. Then be among the first to stroll through the brand new Haub Family Galleries. Live music continues throughout the day. Check TAM’s new website for a full schedule of events, www.TacomaArtMusem.org.
Go West Grand Opening highlights include:
· Ribbon cutting ceremony, Puyallup Tribe blessing, and opening of the Haub Family Galleries 
· Free Wells Fargo Stagecoach rides along Pacific Avenue 
· Join artist Marie Watt for a sewing circle, and make collagraph prints with artist Sunyoung Kwon 
· Indulge your taste buds in Western-themed vittles at the renovated TAM Cafe; the 21 and over crowd can try TAM’s commemorative beverage collaborations – Tacoma New West Bourbon, crafted by Heritage Distilling, and Tacoma New West Cascadian Dark Ale, crafted by Harmon Brewing
· Author talks and book signing for the new collection catalogue, Art of the American West: The Haub Family Collection at Tacoma Art Museum, co-published with Yale University Press. Hear from Laura Fry, TAM’s Haub Curator of Western American Art; Peter Hassrick, the Director Emeritus and Senior Scholar of the Buffalo Bill Center of the West in Cody, Wyoming; and Scott Manning Stevens, the Director of the Native American Studies Program at Syracuse University.
· On-site wildlife encounter with Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium
· Living history presentations and Native American storytelling, dance and drumming
· Live events broadcast by WOLF 100.7
After months of preparations, the new spaces and the exhibition are ready. “I was part of the curatorial team that traveled to Germany to bring these masterworks to Tacoma. In a protected warehouse full of valuable art and items traveling to destinations all over the world, I saw a crated baby giraffe on his way to a new home, and watched as the works in the Haub Collection were carefully loaded into a cargo aircraft,” said Jessica Wilks, Registrar at TAM. “The journey has been amazing from the first days of learning about the gift to hanging the last painting for the exhibition. All of us at TAM welcome everyone to come and be part of this landmark day.” 
Festivities wrap up at 5 pm, but adults are welcome to come back from 7 to 11 pm to eat, drink, and dance the night away at the Evening Social and Members’ Party featuring the vibrant sounds of The Tallboys. Festive western attire encouraged. Tickets for the Evening Social are available at www.TacomaArtMuseum.org.
On November 13 and 14, the museum will be closed in preparation for the November 15 events. Following the grand opening, visitors will enjoy new expanded hours − the museum will be open on Tuesdays beginning November 18.
Admission is free on November 15, 9:30 am–5:00 pm, for TAM’s Go West Grand Opening, thanks to the support of generous sponsors: Go West Tacoma is presented by The City of Tacoma; additional generous support provided by Wells Fargo, Union Bank, Hotel Murano, Courtyard Marriott, and Celebrity Cake Studio, and Sitecrafting; entertainment sponsored by the Weekly Volcano; additional media support provided by KKWF – 100.7 The Wolf.
###
Press previews are scheduled for November 12 at 10:00 am and 1:00 pm. Press can RSVP to Julianna Verboort, Public Relations Manager, at JVerboort@TacomaArtMuseum.org or 253-272-4258 x 3011. Press kits available on-line.
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Image credits, top to bottom, left to right (Please do not crop or overprint images): 
Wells Fargo Stagecoach – Free rides will be offered along Pacific Avenue from 1−4 pm at TAM’s Go West Grand Opening on November 15, courtesy of Wells Fargo.
Art of the American West: The Haub Family Collection at Tacoma Art Museum includes images of all 295 works in the collection and essays by esteemed authors in the field, including Laura Fry, TAM’s First Haub Curator of Western American Art. The catalogue is available in the TAM Store, as well as the museum’s new mascot Cody (a huggable stuffed toy bison), beautiful Pendleton blankets and many other artful items.
Veryl Goodnight (American, born 1947) Spirit of Autumn, 1984. Bronze, 16 × 24 × 12 inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.57
Georgia O'Keeffe (American, 1887 ‑ 1986) Piñons with Cedar, 1956. Oil on canvas, 30 × 26 inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.91 © 2014 Georgia O’Keeffe Museum / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York 
(Note for press usage: Include full image credit with ARS. This image needs to be printed with a white border on all sides. Do not crop or overprint image. Thank you.)
Mian Situ (Chinese‑American, born 1953) The Entrepreneur—San Francisco, 2006. Oil on canvas, 44 × 54 inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.126
Maynard Dixon (American, 1875 ‑ 1946) A Desert Valley, 1922. Oil on board, 22 × 22 inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.44
Bill Schenck (American, born 1947) Snakes in the Grass, 1996. Oil on canvas, 45½ × 60½ inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.114
W. Herbert Dunton (American, 1878 ‑ 1936) Summer Silhouette, circa 1930. Oil on canvas, 14 × 14 inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.46
Clyde Aspevig (American, born 1951), White Cliffs of the Missouri, 2009. Oil on canvas, 40 × 60 inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.4
Charles Bird King (American, 1785 ‑ 1862) Wanata (The Charger), Grand Chief of the Sioux, 1826. Oil on canvas, 39 × 27¼ inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.76
Albert Bierstadt (German‑American, 1830 ‑ 1902) Departure of an Indian War Party, 1865. Oil on board, 17¼ × 24¼ inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.8
Charles M. Russell (American, 1864 ‑ 1926) A Bronc Twister, modeled 1911; cast circa 1929‑1933. Bronze, 18 × 14½ × 9½ inches. Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.109
Learn More
· About Tacoma Art Museum
· About Olson Kundig Architects
· [bookmark: _GoBack]About Sellen Construction
· About the November 15 Grand Opening events
· About the inaugural exhibition, Art of the American West: The Haub Family Collection
· Visit Tacoma Art Museum’s on-line newsroom for press releases and media kits.

About Tacoma Art Museum
Founded by volunteers in 1935, Tacoma Art Museum has become an anchor in the city’s downtown corridor and a gathering space for connecting people through art. TAM’s collection contains more than 4,500 works from around the world, with an emphasis on the art and artists of the Northwest and West. The collection includes the most comprehensive public retrospective collection of glass by Tacoma native Dale Chihuly, the world’s largest collection of jewelry by Northwest artists, key holdings in 19th century European and 20th century American art, and one of the finest collections of Japanese woodblock prints on the West Coast. In 2012, TAM welcomed a promised gift of 295 works of Western American art in the Haub Family Collection, one of the premier collections in the nation and the first major Western American museum collection in the Northwest. With the addition of the Haub Family Collection and a new wing that doubles TAM’s gallery space, the museum expects to serve over 100,000 visitors annually. 
HOURS – Tuesdays–Sundays 10 am–5 pm, Third Thursday 10 am–8 pm. 
ADMISSION – Adult $14; Student age 6-17, Military, Senior (65+) $12; Family $35 (2 adults and up to 4 children under 18). 
Children 5 and under free. Third Thursdays free from 5–8 pm. Members always free.
CONTACT – 253.272.4258, http://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/
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