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Mark Holcomb to helm Tacoma Art Museum  

as Interim Executive Director  

Tacoma, WA – Following on the heels of the January 24, 

2017 announcement that Stephanie Stebich is departing 

Tacoma for the Smithsonian American Art Museum, 

Tacoma Art Museum (TAM) is efficiently implementing its 

succession plan. The museum is pleased to announce 

Tacoma business leader Mark Holcomb as interim 

executive director, effective January 25. Holcomb has 

deep experience in business operations, with a master’s 

degree in organizational development and bachelor’s 

degree in international business from University of 

Washington. 

TAM’s board president Steve Harlow said “Mark brings a 

wealth of organizational development and growth 

management expertise. He is a friendly and open leader with a proven track record in team 

engagement. We are delighted that he has joined the team and confident in his ability to 

maintain the museum’s positive momentum as the search committee seeks the right long-term 

fit for this role.”  

In September, 2016, Holcomb retired from his role as senior vice president of business services 

at Goodwill of the Olympics and Rainier Region in Tacoma. As a professional who had always 

enjoyed his work, he found that he missed the challenge and sense of community that comes 

with managing a mission-driven organization. In December, he was introduced to the museum’s 

leadership by a trusted colleague. “Sometimes, you’re in the right place at the right time,” 

Harlow said, adding “We’d had the opportunity to meet and talk with Mark already. The timing 

was fortuitous. When Stephanie shared her news with us, we knew he’d be a good fit.”  

During his tenure at Goodwill, Holcomb increased revenue from $38 million to $72 million 

among other significant accomplishments. His previous professional roles as vice president of 

operations at Rodda Paint and operations and marketing manager at Parker Paint Company 

have provided Holcomb with extensive budgeting, metrics, market assessment, business 

expansion and operations experience.  
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“Now I’m working with paint in an entirely different context,” quipped Holcomb. “I am so pleased 

to step into the interim executive director role at TAM. The board and staff are incredibly hard 

working and the whole team can be proud of the museum’s significant growth and development. 

The organization is well-run, so my role will be to steward that success during the search for a 

new executive director. While managing the business operations of the museum and exploring 

opportunities for growth, I’ll also have the exciting prospect of learning more about Northwest art 

and artists.”  

Holcomb grew up in Tacoma and attended Wilson High School. He and his wife both enjoy their 

work, and like to travel in their free time. Holcomb looks forward to meeting visitors and 

members at TAM’s upcoming opening celebration for The Outwin 2016: American Portraiture 

Today on February 4, 2017. 

# # # 

About Tacoma Art Museum 

Tacoma Art Museum is an anchor in the city’s downtown and a gathering space for connecting people through art. 

TAM’s collection contains nearly 5,000 works, with an emphasis on the art and artists of the Northwest and broader 

western region. The collection includes the largest retrospective museum collection of glass art by Tacoma native 

Dale Chihuly on continuous view; the most significant museum collection of jewelry by Northwest artists; key holdings 

in 19th century European and 20th century American art; and one of the finest collections of Japanese woodblock 

prints on the West Coast. In 2014, TAM welcomed a gift of 295 works of western American art in the Haub Family 

Collection, one of the premier collections in the nation and the first major western American art museum collection in 

the Northwest. The Haub gift included $20 million for new galleries and endowed funds. The Haub Family Galleries 

opened in 2014. In January 2016, TAM announced the gift of the Benaroya Collection, including 225 works of art. The 

donation also includes nearly $14 million in funding for new gallery space to showcase the collection and an 

endowment for a dedicated curator and care for the collection. The Benaroya wing is expected to open in fall 2018. 

HOURS – Tuesdays–Sundays 10 am–5 pm, Third Thursdays 10 am–8 pm;  

Third Thursdays free from 5-8 pm. 

ADMISSION – Adult $15, Student/Military/Senior (65+) $13, Family $40 (2 adults and up to 4 children 

under 18). Children 5 and under free. Members always free. 

CONTACT – 253-272-4258, www.TacomaArtMuseum.org, info@TacomaArtMuseum.org 

http://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/event/members-opening-outwin-2016/
http://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/event/members-opening-outwin-2016/
file:///C:/Users/lmckeown/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/55OPQ8U9/www.TacomaArtMuseum.org
file:///C:/Users/lmckeown/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/55OPQ8U9/info@TacomaArtMuseum.org

