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HEALTH, LIFE & HI1V

Louder Than Words

Healing through artistic activism

Life Altering Spencer
for AIDS activist Spencer Cox, 1968—-2012
from Leaves, an AIDS memorial, by Eric Rhein



Carrie Yamaoka, “Steal This Book #2,” 1991,
unique chemically altered gelatin silver
print, 20 x 24 inches R

HMMM FACTOR Many artists address AIDS Derek Jackson, “Perfect Kiss,” 2007,
slaughter history. on anindirect, oblique level. Here, activist/ slide show with found music and
artist Yamaoka takes pages from Abbie original stillimagery, 7 minutes
Hoffman’s 1971 book, Steal This Book—about
challenging the powers that be—and whites HMMM FACTOR To the sound of
‘ out almost all the words. New Order’s “Perfect Kiss,” images
y both depict Jackson cruising online,
2 hooking up and dancing. They seem

to ask: As you navigate sexual
intimacy, do you put yourself at risk?

ART THAT
MAKES YOU
GO HMMM

AN EXCLUSIVE LOOK AT THE UPCOMING
ART AIDS AMERICA TRAVELING EXHIBITION

BY TRENTON STRAUBE

Eric Avery, “HIV Condom Filled Pifiata,” 1993,
molded paper woodcut, eachis 8.5 inches in diameter

HMMM FACTOR This is a photo of Avery’s
educational installation that includes pifatas shaped
like HIV and filled with condoms. Avery, who is also a
physician, let people break them open. Alas, that
won’t happen to the pinatas in Art AIDS America.

F YOU VISIT THE ART AIDS AMERICA EXHIBITION

WORKS LIKE THESE ARE FAIRLY SELF-EXPLANATORY.

poz.com poz.com




Tino Rodriguez, “Eternal Lovers,” 2010,
oilon wood, 18 x 24 inches

HMMM FACTOR Evoking Mexico’s
Day of the Dead celebrations,
Rodriguezillustrates his personal
philosophy: We need not fear the
afterlife, he says, because

eternal love overcomes death.

Thomas Haukaas, “More Time
Expected,” 2002, handmade ink
and pencil on antique ledger paper,
16.5x 27.5inches

Lo

Deborah Kass, “Still Here,” 2007, oil and acrylic
HMMM FACTOR Look closely and on canvas, 45x 63 Inches

)rﬁi:gilr?o:iiggrtsh?hsaczc@?nhl?(;ﬁg? g;e HMMM FACTOR From her body of work Feel
Native%meric.ans lost to the Good Paintings for Feel Bad Times, this painting
references Stephen Sondheim’s “I’'m Still Here,”

gﬂﬂgn&&?gﬁgigﬁés{:g?g&ber a song that champions survival and resilience.

Robert Sherer, “Sweet Williams,” 2013,
HIV- and HIV+ blood on paper, 24 x 18 inches

HMMM FACTOR As a child, Sherer would

Jenny Holzer, “Untitled (In a Dream You Saw a Way To
Survive and You Were Full of Joy),” 1983-85, packaged
latex condoms with printed text, eachis 2 x 2 /s inches

help his grandmother by collecting flowers ) - 1 5 HMMM FACTOR In her Survival Series of artwork,
from a garden. “Take all the pretty ones first,” Pt . 7 - S Holzer printed various truisms on condoms. What does it
she’d instruct. Years later, he recalled those { h ; v FE " TG L 5 allmean? Like many artists, Holzer refuses to answer,
words as he witnessed young, handsome men o, Tl o A | —y e, 3 leaving all interpretation up to you, the viewer.

dying of AIDS complications. What’s more, he : 7 . ] n

created this piece using blood.
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